The condition of insensibility to pain belongs exclusively to the brain proper, or to that part of the nervous system which provides for sensation and voluntary motion ; and is effected when not the result of mechanical injury, invariably through the agency of the circulation. It therefore follows upon this, and upon the circumstance that the nervous centres of organic life exercise no primary function of ordinary sensation or voluntary motion, that the special agents resorted to for anaesthetic purposes should not only be directed especially to the sensorium, but should be diverted as far as practicable from the remaining portions of the nervous system, in effect. But, the circulation carries the anaesthetic agent everywhere, and with the elements of vitality and molecular reproduction must convey and distribute this powerful agency also; and hence the special agent for effecting anaesthesia should not only act directly, promptly, and transiently upon the sensorium, but should be, as far as possible at least, innoxious else-
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Such an anaesthetic effect is produced perhaps in the greatest degree of perfection by a certain amount of concussion of the brain, which sometimes results from accidental violence ; and the effect is most perfect here, because it is produced directly upon the brain without any contamination of the circulation with foreign influences ; and the circulation thus left free for the performance of its normal functions not only preserves the organic life intact during the temporary abstraction of the presiding sensorial functions, but through its reparative agency quickly remedies the shock, and restores the brain to its normal condition. 
